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rebutting the contention—which had been definitely put forward by
Mr. Matsuoka as well as being apparently implied by Mr. Cahan—
that the Japanese military operations in Manchuria and at Shanghai,
since the 18th September, 1931, were not much more difficult to
justify than the British Government's action in despatching a defence
force to Shanghai in 1927. In the second place, Mr. Quo Tai-chi took
up Sir John Simon's suggestions.
Sir John Simon said yesterday afternoon that he had heard something
about direct negotiations between the parties and he said 'that, if direct
negotiations give promise of good results, then surely the Assembly
should encourage them by every means in its power'. I am not sure in
what quarter Sir John Simon had heard reports of direct negotiations.
But certainly he could not have heard it from any member of the Chinese
delegation, of the Chinese Government or from any other Chinese source.
If we had desired direct negotiations with Japan on the basis of its mili-
tary occupation of our land, we need not have troubled the Assembly
witji our affairs, for that method has been open to us since September
1931. We will not accept direct negotiations with Japan, and the idea
that we will ever do so should be finally dismissed.
But, I make haste to add, we are determined also to do everything in
our power to help the League to bring this tragic conflict to an agreed
solution. There is nothing we more urgently desire than that. There is
nothing we more urgently require than freedom from foreign troubles, to
enable us to press on with our work of national reconstruction. The
Assembly may rely on China to give it her utmost assistance in its pre-
sent task. And if we are against direct negotiations, we are in favour of
collective negotiations through the League. Sir John Simon yesterday
suggested, if I understood him rightly, that such negotiations might be
undertaken through the existing Committee of Nineteen and that in that
Committee we might secure the assistance and advice of the United States
of America and of the Soviet Union. For our part, we accept Sir John
• Simon's suggestion and we believe that no better machinery for the pur-
pose could be found. . ..
The negotiations should be collective and should be conducted in the
Committee of Nineteen. They should be preceded by the adoption of an
Assembly resolution, pledging Members of the League not to recognize
'Manchukuo' or enter into any relations therewith. They should be
begun upon the basis of, and should be limited by, the resolutions of the
11th March and the principles of Chapter IX of the report.
Mr. Matsuoka's last word was unpromising. He cited Sir John
Simon's authority for declining to accept the Lytton Report in toto ;*
announced that ca number of serious thinkers in Japan5 were now
urging withdrawal from the League of Nations because they were
1 'Our distinguislied colleague from the United Kingdom very aptly said
yesterday that none of us can accept the report of the Commission of Enquiry
in toto. I do not quote his words, but refer to the sense of them. May I be
allowed to undertake to improve his statement just a bit?'

